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Abstract

Currently, speaking and writing as Productive Skills play a remarkably important
role, bemg the responsible of allowing learners to communicate their 1deas and
express their thoughts when learning a foreign language. Whereby, the principal
objective of this study was focused on the identification, adaptation and
mplementation of didactic English teaching materials and strategies that fostered
the English Language Productive Skills from 4" graders at Institucion Educativa
Rural Puerto Arango in Florencia, Caquetd. The results showed a positive impact

m the students writing and speaking skills performance when they were exposed
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to material and strategies 1dentified and designed 1in accordance to their level and
academic requirements. At the same time, students evidenced satistactory self-
correction levels when mamtaiing short and simple conversations with other
classmates and the teachers using the English Language, proving that a proper

stimulation can also mcrease their participation and attention indices.

Key words. English Language Productive Skills, writing, speaking, didactic

teaching material, role of materials in the language classroom.
Resumen

En la actuahdad, el habla y la escritura como habilidades productoras
Juegan un rol muy importante, siendo las responsables de permutir a los
estudiantes comunicar sus 1deas y expresar sus pensamientos al aprender un
1dioma extranjero. Por ello, el objetivo principal de este estudio se enfoco en la
identificacion, adaptacion e mmplementacion de estrategias de ensenanza y
material didactico que fortalecieran las habilidades productoras del idioma Ingles
en estudiantes de 42 grado en la Institucion Educativa Rural Puerto Arango en
Florencia, Caqueti. Los resultados mostraron un impacto positivo en el
desempeno de las habilidades de escritura y habla de los estudiantes cuando eran
expuestos a material y estrategias 1dentificadas y disenadas de acuerdo a su mvel
y requerimientos académicos. Al mismo tiempo, los estudiantes evidenciaron
nmiveles de autocorreccion satistactorios al mantener conversaciones cortas y
sencillas con otros compaiieros y los docentes usando el idioma Ingles, probando
que una estimulacion aproplada puede también incrementar sus indices de

participacion y atencion.
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Palabras clave. habilidades productivas del 1dioma mglés, escritura, expresion
oral, ensenanza de materiales didacticos, rol de los materiales en el aula de

1diomas.

Introduction

Learning a new language such as English mvolves the understanding of a
huge variety of unknown vocabulary and the mastering of different skills. For this
reason, nowadays, when teaching new knowledge, teachers are required to look
tfor the most accurate manners to reach the students to the target language and
work responsibly on the selection, adaptation and implementation of didactic
material to be used according to the students’ real context and needs. So that, the
mmplementation of strategies and didactic materials that bring a positive impact to
the students mside the classes are key aspects to guarantee better learning

processes.

This research project was developed as a bridge to connect with different
and adequate teaching strategies and material that help students get interested in
the process of learning the foreign language. The objective of this study was
mainly focused on the 1dentification, selection and implementation/application
of Didactic English teaching strategies and material that fulfills the students’ real
needs, considering their context and the English Language productive skills
(speaking and writing) they have to develop m fourth grade. Students were
selected taking mto consideration their proficiency m each one of the
aforementioned competences, developing strategies that take them from the
actual level until reaching a significant and satistactory performance when writing

and speaking. The study was carried out with primary students with an age range
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from 9 to 11 years old at Instituci6n Educativa Rural Puerto Arango, an institution
located 1 the rural area of Florencia Caqueta. The target group was selected
based on a purpose sampling strategy, being chosen considering the objective of

the research project.

Problem statement

Many eftorts have been undertaken to improve the indices of ethiciency m
schools, such as mcreasing the number of teachers, providing endowment for
mstitutions and different policies and programs that get focused on improving
students’ knowledge in general. Nonetheless, students from rural areas do not
have adequate maternial for developing an accurate learning process in the Enghish
subject (De Cardenas, 1982, p.2). Because of those reasons and many more, in

rural mstitutions there 1s not ethciency n the difterent levels of education.

The 14 students of 4" grade from Institucion Educativa Rural Puerto
Arango, Venecia seat, belong to a small school located far from the main city of
the department of Caquetd, Florencia, and they did not have an official English
class. Furthermore, there was not enough material that assures an appropriate
Englhish Language Teaching-learning process. All of this brings as main
consequence problems with the students’ correct development of the Englsh
language productive skills. Besides, they did not have even basic notions about
how to write or speak in the FL. (Iinglish). This situation affects seriously their
performance m any of the otticial exams they are supposed to take when hinishing
high school, in which it 1s required to show a balanced mastering of the writing,

reading, hstening and speaking skills. The lack of training i those skills will also
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affect students’ enrollment 1 umversities, causing difficulties not only 1n their

academic but also m their professional development.

Justification

Currently, selecting and using the appropriate material inside the classrooms
has become an essential aspect 1f better learning processes are pretended to be
achieved. Crawford, J. (1995) states that 1t the materials must be flexible; thus,
students can develop different skills as well as strategies; additionally, it 1s
mportant that teaches have in mind the context and also the students’
background. Consequently, teachers need to adapt the materials they are going
to use 1n the classroom according to the students’ context and needs, in that way,
they will provide their students with significant knowledge. Besides, if the material
mmplemented has a strong connection and relationship with the strategies, the

learning process will be more ettective for the learners.

In that order and considering the essential role of the English Language in
the present and for the upcoming years, reaching students since mitial grades to
the language turns mto something essential that assures them in somehow,
opportunities and life conditions like the ones children from other places have.
The research study was mmportant for providing the target population with a
learning process developed according to their needs and educational features, in
which students have the opportunity to mteract with each other. This was
achieved by selecting, adapting and implementing didactic material according to
the learners’ language level. All the matenal selected, adapted and implemented

was organized 1n a guide book as it 1s shown 1n the results.
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Through the development of the project, rural education was also benefit.
As rural students are located far from the city, they do not have the possibility to
recerve a qualified teaching process m English subject with specified teachers, so
that their knowledge concerning this language was not the expected for the
educational level. The research served as a mean to foster not only students’
writing and speaking but also to expand their social mteractions and cultural
borders. Along the development of the study, they were led to understand the

mmportance of respecting others’ viewpoints and 1deas.

Objectives

General Objective

To improve English Language Productive Skills of 4" graders through the
immplementation of Didactic Teaching Material at Institucion Educativa Rural

Puerto Arango m Florencia, Caqueta.

Specific objectives

o To select and adapt Didactic Teaching Material according to the students’

needs.

e To implement Didactic Teaching Material to foster writing and speaking
levels.

e To analyze the mmpact m the mmplementation of Didactic Teaching
Material in the 4* graders classroom.

Main Research Question:
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How to foster English Language Productive Skills of 4th Graders through the
mmplementation of Didactic Teaching Material at Institucion Educativa Rural

Puerto Arango m Florencia, Caqueta?

Conceptual Framework

This section contains a specific review of the main concepts concerning the

research study developed.

English Language Productive Skills

The production of language mvolves the articulation of four language skills
(writing, speaking, listening and reading). All of them work together to become a
final product which 1s language production. Learners receive information by
listening to (music, videos, audios etc.) and also by reading (newspaper, poems,
books, etc.), and then they produce the outcome, 1t means that what they have
gathered by lhistening and reading 1s produced (output) through the use of the

speaking and writing skills.

In this sense, Sarosdy, Farczadi, Zoltan, & Vadna (2006) argue that writing
and speaking correpond to the output stages in language teaching; thus, when
students are learning a new language, their main objective 1s to communicate

messages working withing a context.

Shimmering Words: research and Pedagogy E-Journal. ISSN (version en linea) 2463-0403. Enero - Diciembre / 2018. Volumen 8.



Implementation of Didactic Teaching Material at a Rural School in Puerto Arango, Florencia, Caqueta.
Mayerly Martinez Cardona
Andrés Pmeda Méndez

Kids in Action-~
o®®

(

)
\J\Teachef's Book
By P 3

A

A A

8
N

B Maverly Martinez/Cardona' |

Andres PinedaMendez

Speaking Skill

Speaking 1s an English Productive Skill that 1s related to the oral process in
the language production. It 1s a very mimportant skill i the English learning
process, but most of the times, it 1s considered to be difhicult for students.
McDonough, Shaw, & Masuhara (2003) indicate that social realionships involve
expressing opinions, solving communicative problems or expressing desires and

wishes.

Lesikovi, (2008) reported that: “Speaking belongs to productive skills; 1t
1s more frequently used than writing. The main function of spoken language 1s to
socialize individuals” (p. 27). On the other hand, wriing and speaking skills are
produced 1n real time and hearing takes time 1 a specific moment. Although the
two English Language Productive Skills (writing and speaking) play an important

role 1 the process of Language production, speaking tends to be used more

frequently, especially because m everyday conversations, speaking is
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mmplemented as mean convey information and 1deas in a faster and clearer form.
Moreover, speaking is also seen as a process of interaction in which the main clue
1s to construct and convey meaning. To do so, the mformation shared 1s received

and then processed.

Hence, the speaking process must be considered one of the essential parts
mto the teaching of English as 1.2. So that teachers are required to be creative
and explore new ways of teaching it providing students with authentic and reliable
mformation and materials, contextualizing that unknown knowledge, allowing the

students to process and appropriate from 1t in a more significant manner.

Writing Skill

The second mimportant concept to be defined m this section 1s concerned
to the Englhish Productive Skill writing, which 1s a skill that contributes to organze
people’s thoughts in a meanigtul way by using paper and pen or a computer.
About 1t, Grossmann (as cited m Bashrin, 2013) declares that wriing can be
developed in different ways, from doing a list of grocesires until writing a book or

a formal document.

Working on the writing skill mvolves the mastering of well-structured
grammatical features as well as a wide range of vocabulary. Writing plays ditferent
functions, but 1t 1s typically used for the transmission of cultural knowledge and
also for sharing information, for entertainment or for social contact. Additionally,

writing can be described as a mean of communication among people. When
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starting to write, 1t 1s required to follow and maintain some language rules such as

coherence, cohesion, in general the organization of the text. Bader, (2007).

Didactic Teaching Material.

When talking about didactic teaching matenal, it becomes mmportant to
understand its role played mside the classroom as facilitator of new environments.
That 1s to say didactic materials can be considered as facilitators of learning
processes bemg helptul because they answer the question what to teach with?
Besides, this type of material contributes to motivate students’ interaction levels
activating their relationships. (Jimenez & Penaloza, 2011). Moreover, language
learming and didactic materials constitute a central factor in creating significant
teaching and learning environments in which students are provided with a space

to practice abilities and knowledge already acquired.

Crawlord, (1995) remarks the importance of using meaningful teaching
materials, always having in mind the students’ context because the language 1s a
social mamfestation, hence, teachers are responsible to mamtain a balance

between the mput and output in communication.

Methodology

This part develops a description of the type of research, the population,
methodological steps or phases and all the procedures that were developed to

conduct this research study.
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Type of research

The process carried out was basically supported on an Action Research in
which researchers developed an mtervention procedure to mmplement the

didactic materal and the teaching strategies selected.

Participants

The target population for this study was a sample of 14 rural students from
4" grade of Institucion Educativa Rural Puerto Arango. As the main aim of the
research process was to work on fostering Inglish Language Productive Skills,
writing and speaking, the sample was selected based on a purposive sampling

method, using a homogenous sampling.

Instruments

In order to gather the data during the development of the study, they were

mmplemented classroom observations, videos, field diaries and interviews.

Procedure

Phase 1. Beginning of The Research Process (observing and planning)

This phase was divided mto two sub-phases, a sub-phase of observation

and a sub-phase of materials and strategies 1dentification, selection and planning.

The classroom observation
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The observation was developed during two weeks, twice a week. Along this
period of time, students were observed having their current English classes using
field diaries and videos. Moreover, the three mitial iterviews were apphed.
There was not any mtervention. The video recorded, the field diaries written
during this phase and the mterviews mformation were analyzed, providing
relevant details about the teaching strategies and materials used by the teacher to
finally start identitying, selecting and planning the didactic matenal and teaching

strategies to be applied i the second phase.

Maternals and strategies planning

After bemg analyzed the information collected through the videos and field
dharnies, the researchers began the material identihication, selection as well as the
strategies planning and preparation. These strategies and activities were chosen
considering the data gathered during the previous sub-phase and the students’
context and needs. As aresult, a didactic umt and twelve lesson plans were created

to be implemented during the classes’ development.

Phase 2. Classes Development (acting and reflecting)

Once the didactic matenal and strategies were prepared, the researchers
started their implementation inside the 4" graders Inglish class. At the same time,
evidences of each mtervention were collected by using research mstruments such
as videos. The three final interviews were applied at the end of this phase and
served as a mean to explore students’ considerations after the didactic material
and teaching strategies implementation. During this phase and after each class,

researchers developed an analysis and a reflection process to observe if what was
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being implemented was actually approprated or some aspects needed to be

mmproved for next class imtervention.

Phase 3. Results analysis and guide book design

This phase was mainly used to organize and analyze all the results gathered
after the development of the intervention phase. Similarly, the guide book, called
Kids in Action 4, to be given to the mstitution, was prepared and designed. The
guide book was orgamzed according to the topics studied and materials
mplemented. It also contained a detailed description of each one of the activities
carried out during the classes’ development. It showed the process to be tollowed

as an option when applying the didactic material and teaching strategies.

Results

The primary purpose of this study was to improve the productive skills of
a group of students from a rural mstitution through the mmplementation of
didactic teaching material.

A first key result of the project demonstrated the eftectiveness of applying
well-contextuahized didactic teaching and learning material mside the classroom.
Its significance was evident when being directly connected to the different
activities developed by the learners. According to Garton and Graves (2014); the
materials are mmportant in language learning and teaching; they are really
meaningful when are related to students’ mterests and needs. This assertion
consolidates what was found out and besides states the mmportant role that

materials play in teaching and learning. Hence, the implementation of material
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must be carefully carried out and based on a thorough students’ need analysis

that guarantees a more positive and meaningftul impact.

Crawford, (1995) also supports the aforementioned assertion, highlighting
the importance of eftective teaching materials as well as using appropriate didactic
teaching and learning. Likewise; the findings 1dentified in the interventions and
mterviews showed that teaching the English Language Productive Skills (writing
and speaking) in a Foreign Language 1s a complex process that required the
teachers to find new strategies that motivate and catch students’ attention. But this
15 also a process i which students put mto practice what they learn 1n the classes.
About this aspect, Nipa, (2013) points out that “Productive skills are crucial as
they give students the opportunity to practice real life activities 1 classroom.
Learners received language by histening and trying to produce language through
productive skills” (p.3). Whereby, all spaces provided during the classes’
development strengthen, as the results proved, and gave the 4" graders tools to
rehearse upon previous and new knowledge, evidencing in most of the learners a

better oral and writing performance at the end of the process.

In terms of writing, a large part of the students immersed m the process
denoted better levels of grammar and structure accuracy. There was also a
significant vocabulary 1dentification and organization according to the context
during the writing exercises executed. Regardless writing process, Lesikova,
(2008), indicates that to be successful in teaching writing skills it i1s necessary to
make sure that the students start with controlled writing and when they become
more conhident, teacher provides guided writing in accordance to specific aspects

such as context and content. This contributes to foster learners writing production
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by their own. (p.18). Thence, the writing process 1s required to consider two key
types of exercises, controlled and guided. Controlled writing helps learners start
reaching grammar, structure and vocabulary, while guided wriing works as an

mdicator to correct still existing mistakes and improve lack of vocabulary.

Apart from writing, speaking skill was also a central part of the study that
although was challenging for learners, showed positive results m their final
performance. The research project development mainly provided students with
space to real ime and guided oral practice mside the classrooms, m which
teachers were facilitators and guides when carrying out the activities. This
mcreased students’ confidence and accuracy in speaking. Nipa, (2014) supports
the previous statement when positing that speaking can be produced and
processed in real time 1n face-to-face conversations. (p.4). Lesdkova, (2008) also
states about the aforementioned statement that when students are exposed to
guided oral work, vocabulary 1s enriched as well as pronunciation of practical
phrases and words because it gives the students a real context and a common

situation where the role-play or conversation take place (p.31).

The process of fostering speaking skill in English Language led students to
be able to understand how to correct mistakes during oral practice by themselves
(Self-correction). Besides improving pronunciation and fluency in speaking, most
of the students ended up being aware of the importance of self-correcting each
other without any teachers’ guidance. Khosaa, Shant & Malgham, (2016)
emphasize on the key role of the “independent Self-correction” because 1t goes

beyond correcting the results and process, 1t involves students’ active role m their

own learning process. In brief, self-correction allows the learners to take control
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m somehow of their own learming process when being themselves the ones who
find out mistakes and propose a correction. In speaking, self-correction fosters
students’ confidence because they are not completely required to do or say

exactly what the teachers mention.

Conclusions

The study of fostering English language productive skills of 4" graders through
the implementation of didactic teaching material showed a significant impact n
the students” learning. They could mmprove their writing and speaking skill

simultaneously.

Student’s opmions about the didactic teaching material mmplemented

evidenced that 1t 1s a helptul tool to facilitate English learning process.

Identiftying students’ English level before the mmplementation of any
process leads to understand their language ditficulties and needs, helping teachers
prepare and select specific teaching activites and material to work on the
mmprovement of the flaws found appropriately.

Being aware of the real context m which students develop daily learning
and teaching processes 1s an essential aspect to be taken mto consideration when
selecting, adapting and implementing the didactic teaching materal, because 1t
provides them with a more famihar environment even though they are learning a

completely different language.
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